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the Diet are contented that things should remain as they are. It
was his conviction that the Conservatism of rural Prussia is fair
neither to the country nor to itself that led Prince Bulow recently
to urge the country deputies to "put their blinkers off" and look
fairly at the course of national events and the hard facts of life.
If, however, the large proprietors of the East are in <*eneral
characterised by a total lack of appreciation of modern ways and
a marked imperviousness to the political movements of the
times, many of them play an invaluable part in the life of the
country, as administrators, as pioneers in progressive agriculture
and within a narrow sphere as disseminators of the newer thoughts
and impulses current in the West.    Their influence is a leaven
slow, indeed, of action, yet it will achieve its work in the end'
It is no paradox to say that nothing would contribute more
effectually towards the healthy development of the rural East
than the shattering of that bulwark of political privilege upon
which it most relies for security.   For half the deficiencies of
the landed interest are due to its isolation, and one  of the
causes of this isolation is its privileged political position     De
pnved of that enervating advantage, and compelled to fight in
faur and equal contest for whatever influence it could lawfully
assert, its moral power would be increased and its economic life
invigorated.